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What is a Non-native Species?

“Animals and plants that have been imported 

into a location outwith their native range by 

human action, whether intentionally or not, 

are considered to be non-native in that 

location.”

The Scottish Government.  2012.  Code of Practice on Non-Native 

Species.  Made by the Scottish Ministers under section 14C of the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.  The Scottish Government, 

Edinburgh.
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Population introduced 

outwith its natural and 

native range by human 

activities.  Considered 

to be non-native.
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Red-eared Slider

Details

• Trachemys scripta elegans

• Native to Meixco and southern 

USA.

• Unable to breed in Scotland 

due to low temperatures, 

although highly invasive in 

warmer countries

• Distribution in Scotland:

o Stirling

o Comrie

o Elsewhere?
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• Lacerta agilis 

• Native to England 

and Wales

• Introduced to Coll

• 39 individuals from   

iiiDorset

• 1971

• Breeding & still 

iiithere today!
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Grass Snake
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Provisional 

distribution of grass 

snakes (Natrix sp.) in 

Scotland

Chris Cathrine
chris.cathrine@caledonianconservation.co.uk

Enter your records at:

www.scottishgrasssnakes.org

www.caledonianconservation.co.uk
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Grass Snake
© Kevin Clarke

NATIVE OR NON-

NATIVE?
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Where did they come from? Origins of 

Scottish grass snakes

• Possible origins:

o Recent localised introductions via 

transportation of agricultural materials (such 

as hay)

o Localised introduced populations (deliberate 

and escaped pets)

o Recent colonisation (climate change)

o More established wild resident present in low 

densities with limited distribution
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Where did they come from? Origins of 

Scottish grass snakes

• Possible origins:

o Recent localised introductions via 

transportation of agricultural materials 

(such as hay)

o Localised introduced populations (deliberate 

and escaped pets)

o Recent colonisation (climate change)

o More established wild resident present in 

low densities with limited distribution
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More Information on Grass Snakes in 

Scotland
• Scottish Wildlife Trust 

Webinar available at:

https://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=IUMkIkFMq_0 

• Lots of publications freely 

available at:

http://www.caledonianconserva

tion.co.uk/publications/ 

• The Amphibians & Reptiles 

of Scotland book
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Caledonian Conservation Ltd

Free download: http://www.glasgownaturalhistory.org.uk/books.html
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Please Record Scottish Grass Snakes!

www.scottishgrasssnakes.org
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Alpine Newt
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Details

• Ichthyosaura alpestris

• Native to Central Europe

• Asymptomatic carrier of 

amphibian disease which can 

negatively affect native 

species

• Available to buy in the UK
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Alpine Newt

© Chris CathrinePopulations

Edinburgh (spreading)

Newbridge (spreading)

Helensburgh (contained?)

Glenboig (new)

Crook of Devon (new)

Appears to be moving along 

railway embankments

Risk of wide dispersal along 

Union Canal
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Send Your Records To:

www.recordpool.org.uk
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What’s On the Horizon?

Midwife Toad
Alytes obstetricans

Native to Continental Europe
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What’s On the Horizon?

European Tree Frog
Hyla arborea

Widespread in Continental Europe

Has been introduced to South 

England e.g.:

• London

• Devon

• New Forest

• Isle of Wight

Increasing focus of rewilding
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Reasons to Care About Non-natives

• Biosecurity

o Introduce new pathogens in to the wild

o Asymptomatic carriers of diseases which can 

have devastating impacts on native species

o Other associated non-native species (e.g. plants)

• Ecology

o May compete with native species

o May disrupt ecological processes in other 

unexpected ways
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Legislation

Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2012 includes the 

following offences which are relevant:

• Releasing an animal to a place outwith its native range

• Otherwise causing an animal outwith the control of any person to be 

at a place outwith its native range

• Planting a plant in the wild at a place outwith its native range

• Otherwise causing a plant to grow in the wild at a place outwith its 

native range

“Animals and plants that have been imported into a location outwith 

their native range by human action, whether intentionally or not, are 

considered to be non-native in that location.”

The Scottish Government.  2012.  Code of Practice on Non-Native Species.  

Made by the Scottish Ministers under section 14C of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981.  The Scottish Government, Edinburgh.
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Chris Cathrine
Director, Caledonian Conservation Ltd 

ARG UK Trustee

chris.cathrine@caledonianconservation.co.uk

@CalConLtd / @ARGroupsUK

www.facebook.com/CaledonianConservation

www.facebook.com/groups/arguk
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